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COMMENT 


Ontario's * 


Tories 


to centre 


A long way from 
the Common | 
Sense Revolution | 


CHRIS SELLEY 


atrick Brown got it | 
P out of the way fairly : 
early in his speech : 

to the Ontario Progressive : 
Conservative convention in : 
Toronto on Saturday: “This 
platform recognizes that cli- : 
mate change is real, it must : 
be taken seriously,” he said, : 
risking mass revolt among : 
the assembled party faithful. : 
“But the platform does not 
use climate change as an ex- : 
cuse for a government cash : 
grab.” 
It was an artfully crafted : 
applause line, and it got a 
ton of applause. Brown never 
actually said “carbon tax” — : 
the federal Conservatives’ į 
policy arch-nemesis. But it’s : 
one of the signature elements : 
of the slick, magazine-style : 


Tory platform — titled the į , 


“People’s Guarantee” — that : 
dropped at the convention. : 

A government led by: 
Brown would scrap the Lib- : 


eral cap-and-trade scheme ; 
and “opt in to the federal : 
carbon pricing benchmark.” : 
Ottawa has given the prov- : 
inces no choice but to price : 
carbon, the platform notes į 
— and while it essentially : 
invites readers to blame the : 
feds if they don’t like it, the : 
party has nevertheless em- ; 
braced the most conservative : 
approach, a revenue-neutral : 
carbon tax, as opposed to the : 


Liberals’ “slush fund.” 


The Tories promise a 22 į 
per cent cut in the second in- : 
come bracket, and 10 per cent : 
in the first. They promise to : 
cut hydro rates by 12 per cent : 
on top of what the Liberals į 
have desperately. They prom- : 
ise a means-tested refund on : 
child care expenses of up to : 


75 per cent. 


They promise to lower : 
small business tax rates by : 


28.5 per cent. 


That’s a strong pitch to : 
the pocketbook, which they : 
intend to fund, in the main, į 
with carbon tax revenues and : 
a 2 per cent across-the-board : 
savings to be unearthed in a : 


value-for-money audit. 


Arguing they’ve allowed : 
for the traditional “hidden : 
deficit” to be discovered : 
upon their taking office, the : 
Tories project a $2.8 billion į 
deficit in 2018-19 and a re- : 
turn to balance in 2019-20, : 
with future surpluses going : 


to debt reduction. 
See SELLEY on A2 
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PAUL CHIASSON / THE CANADIAN PRESS 


TORONTO QUARTERBACK RICKY RAY IS MOBBED BY 


' TEAMMATES AFTER THE ARGONAUTS WON 
' THE 105TH GREY CUP 27-24 OVER THE CALGARY 
\STAMPEDERS SUNDAY IN OTTAWA. SPORTS, B1 & B3 


END OF THE ROAD: 
MUGABE RELIEVED 
AFTER QUITTING 


CATHOLIC PRIEST HELPED NEGOTIATE LEADER'S 
SMOOTH’ EXIT FOLLOWING 37 YEARS IN POWER 


CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA 
in Chishawasha, Zimbabwe 


imbabwe’s former president 

Robert Mugabe knew it was 

“the end of the road” days be- 

fore he quit, and appeared re- 
lieved when he signed his resigna- 
tion letter after 37 years in power, 
a Catholic priest who mediated 
talks leading to his ouster said 
Sunday. 

Fidelis Mukonori, who has 
known Mugabe for decades, said 
in an interview with The Associ- 
ated Press that Mugabe, under im- 
mense pressure in his final days as 
president, wanted a gradual and 
“smooth” transition of power to 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, the vice- 
president he had recently fired 
and who is now Zimbabwe's new 
leader. 

Mugabe had to resort to “Plan 
B” — an immediate resignation — 


after Mnangagwa did not return 
from exile in South Africa at Mu- 
gabe’s request, according to Mu- 
konori. 

The interview at the Chisha- 
washa mission church east of Har- 
are, the capital, revealed some of 
the behind-the-scenes manoeuv- 
ring at the frantic end of Mugabe’s 
rule, which began with promise 
after the end of white minority 
rule in 1980 and unravelled under 
pressure from virtually all sectors 
of a society worn down by eco- 
nomic decline, government dys- 
function and restrictions on basic 
freedoms. 

Events moved quickly after the 
military deployed troops in Har- 
are on Nov. 14. The 93-year-old 
leader resigned a week later, and 
Mnangagwa was inaugurated Fri- 
day in a joyous ceremony attended 
by tens of thousands of people 
yearning for change. 

While Mugabe had realized sev- 
eral days before his resignation 


that he couldn’t stay on as presi- 
dent, he clung to the idea that he 
could remain in his post at least 
until a ruling party congress next 
month to ensure a “smooth hand- 
over,’ Mukonori said. 

In a televised address on Nov. 
19, Mugabe shocked many Zim- 
babweans who had expected 
him to announce his resignation 
by instead saying that he would 
preside over that congress, even 
though the ruling ZANU-PF party 
had fired him as party leader just 
hours before. 

“T sympathize with the people 
in the street. They didn’t know 
what was happening,” Mukonori 
said. “The man had already real- 
ized that this is the end of the 
road.” 

Mugabe was unable to control 
the terms of his exit after a life- 
time of exercising the deft political 
skills and outright ruthlessness 
that kept him in power for so long. 

See MUGABE on A5 


